ROME.

year it was taken by Camillus, and the capture
of this city was followed by the submission
of all the other towns in the south of Etruria.
But just at this point Borne was thrown
back again by a total defeat and rout on the
banks of the AUia, a small stream about 11
miles N. of Home, and the capture and de-
struction of the city by the Gauls in 390 B.C.
After the Gauls retire'd with their booty the
city was hastily reconstructed, but the desti-
tution and suffering of the people rendered
domestic tranquillity impossible. After a
struggle, however, the Licinian laws were
adopted in 367, the plebeians being now ad-
mitted to the consulship, and a fairer distri-
bution of public lands being brought about

During the period 343 - 264 Rome was
engaged in many important wars, the chief
of which were the four Samnite wars, the
great Latin war, the war with the Greek cities
of S. Italy, and the war with Pyrrhus, the
invader of Italy from Greece. The chief
events of this protracted struggle were the
defeat of the Eomans by the Samnites under
Pontius at the Oaudiue Forks, and the pass-
ing of the Romans under the yoke in ac-
knowledgment of their subjugation (321
B.C.); the defeat of the Samnites, Umbrians,
Etruscans, and Gauls at Sentinum (295 B.C.);
and the final defeat of Pyrrhus at Bene-
ventum (275 B.C.). In 272 B.C. the city and
fortress of Tarentum surrendered to the
Romans, and the defeat of the Sallentini
in Calabria (266) made the Romans masters
of all Italy south of the Rubicon and Macra.

Rome, having had leisure to conquer Italy,
now felt at liberty to contend for the posses-
sion of Sicily, at this time almost entirely
under the dominion of the great maritime
power of Cartilage. An opportunity for in-
terfering in Sicilian affairs was easily found,
and in 264 B.C. the First Punic or Cartha-
ginian war began. It lasted for more than
twenty years, caused the loss of three large
fleets to the Romans, and the defeat of a
Roman army under Regulus in Africa; but
m 241 a great victory over the Cartha-
ginian fleet caused the latter power to sue
for peace. This was finally concluded on
the conditions that Carthage gave up Sicily,
and paid a great sum as a war indemnify.
The larger western part of Sicily became
the j?rtt Roman provinct; the smaller eastern
part contrnned under the supremacy of the
Greek city Syracuse, which was allied to
Rome. The sway of Rome was also extended
over all the islands which Carthage had
possessed in the Mediterranean. About the
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same time the Romans wrested the island o!
Corcyra (Corfu) and some coast towns from
the piratical Illyrians. From 226 to 222 B.C.
they were engaged in a more difficult war
with Gauls inhabiting the Po basin; but
the Romans were again successful, and the
Gallic territory was reduced to a Roman
province under the name of Galiia Cisalpina
(Gaul on this side the Alps\.
Meanwhile the Carthaginians Lad been
making considerable conquests in Spain,
which awakened the alarm and envy of the
Romans, and induced them to enter into a de-
fensive alliance with the Greek colony of Sa-
guntum, near the east coast of that country.
In 221 B.C. Hannibal, the son of Hamilcar
Barca, who had bravely and skilfully main-
tained the Carthaginian arms in. Sicily, and
had since founded and in great part estab-
lished the Carthaginian empire in Spain,
succeeded to the command of the Cartha-
ginian forces. The taking of Saguntum, a
city allied to Rome, occasioned the Second
Punic war, during which Hannibal traversed
Gaul, crossed the Alps, and invaded Italy.
The war lasted for sixteen years (21S-202
B.C.); and was carried on with consummate
generalship on the part of Hannibal, who
inflicted on the Romans one of the most
disastrous defeats they ever sustained, at
Cannse, in 216 B.C. This great man was ill
supported by his country, and the war ter-
minated in favour of the Romans through
the defeat of Hannibal by P. Cornelius
Scipio at Zama in Africa in 202 B.c. (See
Hannibal.) One of the results was that the
power of Carthage was broken, and Spain
practically became a Roman possession.
Upper Italy was also again subjugated, and
Transpadane Gaul acquired. A ifrird Panic
war broke out on slight pretest in 149 B.C.,
and ended in 146 in the capture of Car-
thage by Seipio (the younger) after a severe
struggle, and the conversion of the Cartha-
ginian territory into the province of Africa.
Philip V. of Macedonia had favoured
Hannibal, and so gave Rome a pretext to
mix in Grecian affairs. The result was that
Macedonia-was made a Roman province (148
B.C.), while in the same year that Carthage
fell Corinth was sacked, and soon after
Greece was organized into the province of
Achaia. (SeeGrctce.) PreviotuslyAntiochus
the Great of Syria hid been defeated by the
Romans (190 B.C.) and part of Asia Minor
brought into vassalage to Rome. In the
east Rome intrigued where she could, and
fought when she was compelled, and by dis-